HB 737 -- Crine
Sponsor: Riback WIson (25)

This bill makes several changes in the | aws governing the
crimnal justice system The bill

(1) Requires that all interviews of suspects or witnesses in
hom ci de i nvestigations be taped when they are conducted in a
police station;

(2) Requires police to record any interview with a person who
appears to suffer fromsone formof nental retardati on and
requires that all questions posed to the person not be | eading so
as to unduly suggest the answer;

(3) Requires prosecutors to obtain a sworn affidavit from any

Wi tness testifying about adm ssions nmade by a defendant while the
def endant and the witness were incarcerated. The affidavit nust
be obtained at | east seven days before the witness testifies and
must set forth a list of facts, including the consideration

provi ded by the prosecution for the witness s cooperation and
whet her the wtness has testified in any other cases previously.
The Departnent of Public Safety nust keep a registry of all these
W tnesses and retain copies of these affidavits;

(4) Requires police to provide to the prosecutor a conplete |ist
of all pieces of evidence, as well as the name and contact
information for all witnesses. This list nust be certified and
provided to the prosecutor within 10 days of the presentnent of
the investigation to the prosecutor. The police nust update the
|ist every 30 days until the case is closed;

(5) Makes adm ssible any test that has been conducted on the
def endant, whether it be excul patory or incul patory;

(6) Requires the departnment to provide all |aw enforcenent in
the state with a standardi zed eyew tness evidence form The form
must be used whenever the witness did not know the suspect at the
time of the crine. The departnent nust pronul gate an eyew t ness
evi dence protocol regarding the view ng of suspect |ine-ups or

phot o-spreads. A violation of the protocol will require that the
jury be instructed as to the risks of m staken eyew tness
identification. |If eyewitness testinony is provided at trial,

the jury nmust be instructed as to its reliability;

(7) Requires the preservation of any evidence that can be tested
for DNA, when the evidence was used in any felony conviction.
Current law requires preservation only with convictions for a sex
of fense or a crinme against a person;



(8 Creates a State Crine Laboratory Oversight Commttee,
conposed of seven persons with a legal, nmedical, or |aw
enf orcenent background, appointed by the Governor. The conmmttee

wi |l have the authority to issue public reprinmnds or sanction a
| aboratory or its personnel for violations of scientific testing
protocol. The bill creates a $5 surcharge to be assessed in al

crimnal cases for the Mssouri Laboratory Oversight Commttee
Revol ving Fund. This fund will also pay for the DNA testing of
i ncarcerated persons, the purchasing of new equi pnent for the
crinme labs, and the providing of training for crine |ab
personnel, as the conmttee may direct;

(9) Requires crime |abs to keep records for seven years,
including their technician | ab notes, nethodol ogy, protocols,
auditing procedures, proficiency testing results, and any
equi pnent testing or calibration records; and

(10) Requires the departnent to pronul gate a standard sal ary
conpensation level for all |law enforcenent officers in the state
and post its recomrendations on the departnment’s web site.



